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The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
was raised on 27th July, 1939 at 
Neemuch as the Crown Representa�ve's 
Police. The primary task of the force was 
to help the Princely 
States preserve "Law 
and Order."  

The Independence of the 
c o u n t r y  m a r ke d  a n 
important watershed in 
the life of the Force 
which was renamed as 
the Central  Reserve 
Po l ice  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament. This Act 
cons�tuted the CRPF as 
one of the Armed Forces 
of the Union. Sardar 
Vallabh Bhai Patel, the 
t h e n  U n i o n  H o m e 
Minister visualized a 
mul�dimensional role 
for it in tune with the changing needs of 
the newly independent Na�on. The 
Force was presented with colors on 19th 
March, 1950 by Sardar Patel.  

The Force grew in size as demand for its 
deployment con�nued to increase. The 

work of the CRPF detachments at Bhuj, 
PEPSU and Chambal Ravines, a�racted 
no�ce of the authori�es and praise from 
the people. It was the CRPF which bore 

the brunt of the first onslaught of the 
Chinese at Hot Springs (Ladakh) on 
October 21, 1959 when a small CRPF 
p a t r o l  w a s  a m b u s h e d  a n d 
overwhelmingly out-numbered by the 
Chinese. In the ensuing skirmish, as 
many as 10 CRPF men laid down their 
l i ves  for  the  Mother land.  Their 

Martyrdom on October 21 is observed 
throughout the country as the 'Police 
Commemora�on Day'.  

A small con�ngent of 2nd Bn CRPF 
repulsed the 3,500 men 
strong Pakistani Brigade 
a�ack on 9th April, 1965 
at Sardar Post in Gujarat 
in which 34 Pakistani 
soldiers were killed. In 
the ba�le six valiant 
CRPF men laid down 
their lives at the call of 
duty. The day is being 
observed as Valour Day 
in the Force.  

In Sri Lanka, two CRPF 
B a � a l i o n s  a n d  o n e 
Company  of  Mahi la 
Ba�alion were deployed 
as a part of the IPKF. The 
first major offensive of 

the LTTE was directed against the CRPF 
troops, but was repulsed with the grit 
a n d  d ete r m i n a� o n  o f  t h e  C R P F 
bravehearts. 

The brave Jawans of the Force had 
proved their me�le by foiling a suicidal 

CRPF at a Glance
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a�ack on Parliament House by militants 
on December 13, 2001. In exchange of 
fire between the CRPF and militants, 
that con�nued for about 30 minutes, all 
the five militants were eliminated.  

On 5th July, 2005, five armed terrorists 
tried to storm the Ram Janambhoomi/ 
Babri Masjid Complex in Ayodhya. They 

had penetrated the outer security rings 
manned by the UP Police. The CRPF 
Jawans posted at the inner security rings 
rose to the occasion and thwarted the 
evil designs of the terrorists, elimina�ng 
all of them on the spot.  

CRPF had done an excellent job in 
controlling militancy in Punjab in the 

1980s and insurgency in 
North Eastern States. It is 
comba�ng Naxalism in 
LWE area and terrorism 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

The expansion of the 
Force has been directly 
p ro p o r�o n a l  to  th e 
growing demands of the 
state to deploy CRPF to 
quell unlawful ac�vi�es. 
As such, from a humble 1 
B n s ,  i t  h a s  n o w 
expanded to 247 Bns, 
i n c l u d i n g  1 5  R a p i d 
Ac�on Force Bns, 10 
CoBRA Bn, 5 Signal Bns, 
06 Mahila Bns, 01 Special 
D u t y  G ro u p  a n d  0 1 
Parliament Duty Group. 
For effec�ve command 
and control, the Force 
has been divided into 04 
Zones headed by 03 

Special Directors General and 01 Addl. 
Directors General to man administra�ve 
control over 23 Adm/Ops Sector and 56 
Adm/Ops Ranges. The other field 
forma�ons consist of 43 Group Centres, 
20 Training Ins�tu�ons, 03 Central 
Weapon Stores, 07 Arms Workshops, 03 
Sta�c/Mobile Workshops and 21 
Composite Hospitals out of which 04 are 
of 100 bed capacity and the rest are of 50 
b e d  c a p a c i t y ,  b e s i d e s  o t h e r 
intermediary establishments. The Force 
has taken giant strides in the field of 
specializa�on and has opened many 
specialized schools viz. Ins�tute of IED 
Management at Pune, CRPF Intelligence 
School at Gurgaon, College of IT at 
Bangalore, Dog Breeding and Training 
school.

Centre at Taralu, Bangalore, Training of 
Trainers School at Dharampur, CoBRA 
School for Jungle Warfare & Tac�cs 
(CSJWT) and RAF Academy of Public 
Order (RAPO) at Meerut.  

CRPF plays a significant role in �mes of 
natural disasters. Super cyclone in 
Odisha, the destruc�ve Tsunami waves 
that overlook the Andaman and Nicobar 
islands, earthquake in Gujarat, the J&K 
earthquake and plague in  Surat 
disrupted life on a massive scale. In the 
devas taking flood that hit Kerala 
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recently relief, rescue and rehabilita�on 
efforts were launched by the Centre and 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t s  o n  a n 
unprecedented scale. CRPF played a 
very important role in these efforts. 
The heavy flood in Srinagar a couple 
of years back, witnessed a massive 
rescue opera�on by CRPF. 

CRPF extends its assistance for 
socially weaker sec�ons in the form of 
free medical camps, distribu�on of 
school books, study tours and 
crea�on of infrastructure in villages 
under its Civic Ac�on Programmes.  

The Rapid Ac�on Force (RAF), formed 
on October 7, 1992 to deal with 
communal  r io ts  and  r io t  l i ke 
situa�ons, had made its impact and 
won confidence of the people from 
the very beginning. Its mere presence 
has a preven�ve effect on a riot 
situa�on. Their commendable role in 
quel l ing communal tension at 
Sitamarhi (Bihar) 1992, Coimbatore 
(Tamil Nadu) 1997&98 and Lucknow 
1999 is s�ll alive in minds of the 
countrymen. During 2002, their 
contribu�on in quelling riot and 
providing rescue and succour to the 
vic�ms in Gujarat has been applauded 
by all sec�ons of people. In recogni�on 
of its services had the Force was 

presented with Colours on its 11th 
Anniversary on 7th October, 2003.  

The Force had also been deployed 

interna�onally at Kosovo, Hai�, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan and Bagdad. Now, for the 
first �me in the history of the UN a Fully 

Formed Women Unit was posted in 
Liberia as a part of UN Peace Keeping 
Mission. In addi�on to this a Male 

Formed Police Unit of CRPF is also 
deployed in Liberia.  

Many a bright star has shone on the 
sports firmament of the CRPF during 
last few decades. 16 sports persons of 
the Force have been conferred upon 
Arjuna Awards. Sh. G.S. Randhawa 
and Ms. N. Kunjarani Devi were also 
awarded Padmashree. These sports 
persons par�cipated in Na�onal and 
Interna�onal sports events and will 
always be remembered with pride, 
not only by the officers and men of 
the CRPF but also by all sports lovers 
in the country. 

AWARDS

Since its incep�on, the CRPF has 
earned 1825 Gallantry Medals which 
includes 01 George Cross, 01 Ashok 
Chakra, 05 Kir� Chakra, 01 Vir Chakra, 
24 Shaurya Chakra, 01 Padma Shri,  
03 King's Police Medal for Gallantry, 
49 PPF SMG, 197 President's Police 
Medal for Gallantry, 1423 Police 
Medal for Gallantry, 04 Vishisht Seva 
Medal, 01 Yudh Seva Medal, 05 Sena 

Medals, 101 Prime Minister's Police 
Medal for Life Saving and, 04 Jeevan 
Raksha Padak and 05 IPMG. 
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