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Times of India (Amritsar,Punjab)
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:\ New Delhi: To prevent any Am.
. ritsar-like ncldent, Northern
o Rutlways has instructod train
:\ drivers to slow down amd puards
. to take approprinte safery meq-
o SUTCS on spotting a crowd or
o tvoents related 1o festivals near
. vadlway tracks.

®
. On October 19, the guard, ha.
. rely 400 metres away, had fatled
o toalert either the people wat.
e ching Dasara celebrations stun-

®ding on the teneks or the nearest

:\ station. Fifty-nine people were
. mowed down by the train as the
o peoplestandingon the tracks we-
i recaughtunawares,

®:  Railways has  maintained
o} thatitwasnot at fault because it
i hadnointimationof the event,
o} “The ratlwavs has taken the
¢4 incidentof runningover of 59 pe-
:\; ople on October 19 very seriously
o i andtoensure thatsuch incidents
! don'thappeninthefuture,thera-
e} ilway administration has issued

¢! thefollowingorders whichareto

®{ be implemented,” said the letter
:\ written by the senlor divisional
e! operational manager Northern
e} Railwaytoallthedivisionsof the
¢} zone.

oi  The letter has instructions

N3
'

o forpilots loco-pilots, guards, ga-
o Unron, Ley e setion masters
o davr:Nas/ by [z way Protection

Ra laras to take action
if crowd spotted on tracks
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A train crashed Into revellers, who gathered to watch the Hindu festival of
Dasara in the northern state of Amritsar, killing at least 50 people

Foree “If, while working, vou see
acrowdof peoplearound therall:
way tracks, events related to so-
me festivaltaking place, a fair or
any publicactivity that 1s unusu-
al, then control your speed. In-
form the nearest station about it
as well as provide the informa-
tion inwritingto the stationmas-
ter in the trains next scheduled
stoppage.” the letter has instruc-
ted pilots, loco pilots, guards, ga-
temenand kevmen. Ithasalsosa-
id that during the festive season

they should continuously ‘whist-

le' while crossing level crossings

and work sites. The Instructions
also state that if during duty ho-
urs, if any gateman, loco-pilot, gu-
ard or any railway staff or any
member of the public informs the
station master of any crowd or ac-
tivity onthetracks, then heshould
act immediately and inform the
RPF, the GRP, local police and divi-
sional controller for necessary ac-
tion. [thasalsosaid thatif the RPF
gets any such information about
crowds on the tracks, they also
should act accordingly and in-
form relevant authorities at the
earliest. sm
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I Photos of Deployment/ Fam-ex of RAF
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